
Village of Egg Harbor 

Library Ad-Hoc Meeting Minutes 

February 29, 2016 at 1:00 P.M. 

Paul J. Bertschinger Community Center 

7860 STH 42, Egg Harbor, Wisconsin 54235 
 

 

1. Call the meeting to order 

Dickson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Those in attendance are 

Bob Dickson, Bart Ahern, Joyce Risser, Judy Ortiz, Kaaren Northrop, Steve 

Hamming, Ryan Heise, and Lynn Ohnesorge. Those in attendance from 

HGA are Jim Vander Heiden, Jim Shields, and Jane Dedering. Those in the 

audience are Holly Cole, Giz Herbst, Bob Zakaras, and Jan Luser.  

 

2. Approve the agenda 

Dickson moved to approve the agenda, second by Ortiz, motion carried. 

 

3. Approval of the February 15, 2016 minutes 

Ortiz moved to approve the minutes from February 15, 2016, second by 

Risser, motion carried. 

 

4. Library planning (user group updates) 

 Dedering met this morning with the library core team. 

 HGA presented plans to scale 

 A children’s table in the living room. 

 A puzzle table in the living room. 

 Some of the alcoves are now showing collections. 

 Desk will be moved back to the center of the room to have a better 

site line to the living room, children’s area, entry, and book nooks. 

 Put children’s area close to the maker space. 

 Next meeting they will have the shelves labeled with collections.  

 HGA estimates that the collections will grow around 30%.  

 HGA is working on finding out how much of the collection is in 

circulation. 

 The collection has been weeded.  

 HGA will design the shelving to have 30% empty shelves on opening 

day to have room for growth for the collection. 

 Where can we add more shelves? 

 The history center is a conference room with display area. 



 Deliveries would happen in the back of the building. 

 A self-check out would need to be added. 

 Decide where to put the holds so they are closely supervised. 

 There is a railing on the inside staircase. 

 Need to secure the desk with a CPU holder that could be locked and a  

cash drawer below the desk locked. The keyboard and the monitor 

could be above the desk and don’t have to be locked. 

 Book nook door options 

 Folding wooden louver doors est. $35,000  

Code sees this as a room, so would need to get a variance. 

Needs to allow anyone trapped in to get out. Latch inside 

maybe. 

 Sliding wooden louver doors in pocket, manually operated est. 

$43,000.  

This is code compliant for exiting.  

 Sliding Glass doors in pockets, manually operated est. $48,000. 

 Dark Bronze roll-down door, manually operated est. $42,000 

motor operated $54,000. 

This is not code compliant and would require getting a 

variance. 

 Roll Down wooden doors, manually operated est. $45,000 

motor operated est. $60,000  

This is not code complaint, so would require getting a variance. 

 Glass garage doors, manually operated est. $60,000  

Motor operated est. $72,000 

 Mesh Mecho shade, motor operated est. $40,000  

This requires getting a code variance. This is a slightly 

translucent heavy duty fabric. It could be cut with a utility 

knife. There are different levels of transparency. This is light 

duty and easy use. The tracks can be recessed. This is a clean 

closure. What happens if someone falls on it? HGA would try 

to get the tension right so it isn’t wrecked.  

 

5. Parking updates 

 HGA went over the parking options presented last time. 

 New option – 50 parking spaces in the orchard and 9 parking spaces 

on the South side of the building in a plaza design using red concrete 

or brick and flowering bushes. 

 New option - put all the parking space on the parcel 



Put 52 parking spaces on the West side of the parcel, requires minimal 

blasting since it is 12 ft. below grade. The building would be on the 

east side of parcel. 

Have a court yard between the parking spaces and the building and a 

walk-out basement, which would need to be somewhat finished.  

Have 9 parking spaces on the South side of building, cost est. 

$160,000. 

 Heise met with the Eames Farm Assoc. They are against the idea of a 

parking lot, are open to options and ideas. Title search on property no 

restrictions stated.  

There is an agreement between the Village and a LLC that states that 

80% of the land shall be maintained as orchard for 25 yrs. Only 1 acre 

as other. There shall be no parking on the parcel. Northrop was asked 

to approach the LLC and ask if there can there be amendments put 

into place. 

 Need to explore corporative parking with neighbors one more time. 

 Explore adding parking by the bank. 

 $120,000 is set aside for parking in the quote HGA gave. 

 Could reconfigure Bertchinger Center site if the info center is gone, 

could add parking where info center was. 

 Ahern would like there to be a consensus with the Eames Farm Assoc. 

before moving forward with orchard parking option. 

 

6. Building code requirements 

 HGA met with a state examiner in Madison with a code walk through. 

 The roof top plaza will need 2 exits.  

Have 2 exterior stairs or have 1 stairs go back into building that you 

can’t lock.  

Option 1 - Stairs on the Northeast corner and on the Northwest corner 

of roof top plaza. The stairs would be constructed of an open grill 

metal material that would allow rain and snow to go through. This 

would be both exits for the whole 2
nd

 floor. The placement of the exits 

is figured by taking the diagonal measurement of the building and 

dividing it by 3. There is room for book drop under the stairs. 

 Having 2 stories requires a sprinkler system. The building would be 

categorized as a Type A3. 

 Sprinkler system with a well may need a holding tank or a fire pump 

installed. A variance on this may happen. 



 Option 2 - 2 stairs both on the West side of the roof top plaza. One on 

the North & one on the South. This option keeps the back court open 

to delivery trucks. This is preferred. 

 This building will need a sprinkler system even without a basement. 

 

7. Basement update 

 Basement plan cost stayed the same. 

 Mechanical rooms would be farthest to the east. 

 Cost is $480,000 plus fire protection at $30,000 and an extra stop in 

the elevator at $32,000. 

 Walking through the basement to enter the building is 80 feet of 

corridor to go upstairs or to the elevator. 

 There will be lots of programming opportunity in the basement. 

 There are sunken area wells on both the Southeast and Northeast sides 

of building.  

 The mechanicals would be in the basement and the duct work would 

go up the elevator shaft and over the nooks to keep the great hall 

cleaner. 

 A partial basement would just have the mechanicals in it. 

 Could create a crawl space for the mechanicals. 

 

8. Open Session public comment and input 

 Herbst would like to discourage roll down doors since they might not 

always roll up or down because of no electricity. He likes the louver 

doors. The Egg Harbor Historical Society is having a history of 

Casey’s here this Sunday. Mary Casey Lautenbach from WI rapids 

will be there. He recommends having a PA system built in so you 

don’t have to haul it around. Have it wired in the great hall and down 

below. The Egg Harbor Historical Society purchased the book mobile 

with 209 tapes and 3,500 books and he thinks some should be stored 

in the history center. Some items will need to be blocked off since 

they can’t be handled. The history center should have a work area and 

a research area.  

 Cole asked how hardy are the Mesh doors? When they are closed and 

they are bumped do they pop out and still look good? What is the 

hardiest door? HGA responded with the wood door sliders would be 

the hardiest with the louver doors and glass doors being the next 

hardiest. Cole is the only one here on Tuesday evenings and wants to 

ensure her safety. HGA responded with Keep the building close to the 



street and well-lit will ensure her safety. Have the building close to 

Church Street will discourage loitering. Cole also wanted to make 

sure there is enough parking if the great room does hold events such 

as weddings since a lot of older people and people that are dressed up 

that will not be able to walk very far from car to building. 

 Zakaras would like to give his compliments to the architects. He likes 

the wood sliders. He thinks the best choice of parking is below on the 

parcel. He stated the fire exit staircases are unsecure from downstairs. 

HGA responded that either a camera system could be installed or a 

plastic chain with a warning. Zakaras asked what amount of parking 

spaces is needed for handicapped access. 

 The capacity of the Great hall is 120 people. 

 

9. Next meeting time and date 

The next meeting is March 28, 2016 at 1 p.m. 

 

10. Adjournment 

Ahern moved to adjourn, second by Hamming, motion carried. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by, 

Lynn Ohnesorge 

 


