villageofeggharbor.org | december 2019

Village of

«lf\Egg Harbor

~/ INVASIVE SPECIES NEWSLETTER

“It s something to be able to paint a particular picture, or to carve a statue, and so to make a few objects beautiful; but it
is far more glorious to carve and paint the very atmosphere and medium through which we look, which morally we can do.
To affect the quality of the day, that is the highest of arts.” - Henry David Thoreau, Walden

WHAT IS THE REMOVAL PROGRAM, AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Village of Egg Harbor - Ordinance 92.01: Noxious weeds; destruction

The Village has an existing ordinance in place that addresses nuisance species eradica-
tion on both public and private property. The invasive species removal program has been
created to help enforce this ordinance, since it has not been done in the past. To see this
through, the Village hired a part-time Environmental and Sustainability Coordinator, Lydia
Semo, as the direct contact for the program, Isemo@villageofeggharbor.org.

Invasive species need to be correctly treated in a timely manner. Left untreated, they will
continue to spread and can even eliminate other native organisms. The bigger an invasive
species problem grows, the more expensive it is to take control of. The Village would like
to map all locations to keep track of invasive species growth and depletion, so please re-
port all findings to the Village.

WHAT ARE INVASIVE SPECIES?

* Organisms that are not native to our environment
e Spread rapidly through unintentional human and animal influence
* Cause damage to native ecosystems
* Intensely compete for resources; no natural competitors
* Nuisance species = invasive species
* Noxious species = harmful, not necessarily invasive

WHAT T0 EXPECT IN 2020

The Ultimate Goal: create a comprehensive map of invasive species on public and private
property, document the growth and eradication of invasive species. Volunteers welcome.
Future Plan:

e Educate all property owners about invasive species

e Communicate with and get to know residents throughout village, physically visit
properties

* Report invasive species found on your property at villageofeggharbor.org/report

* Document locations of positively identified invasive species

* Treat the species, typically spring or fall; methods and approved list of contractors can

be found at villageofeggharbor.org/removal

* Repeat treatments, return to locations to evaluate changes in size annually
Desired Outcome: actively treat and remove all invasive species identified, on both public
and private property
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PLANTS OF HIGHEST PRIORITY FOR 2020

Resembles a bush, creamy-white flowers bloom in summer. Spade shaped leaves alter-

Japanese Knotweed nate down stalk. Can damage buildings through cracks in masonry, prevents streamside
tree regeneration, increases soil erosion, toxic to surrounding vegetation.

Cut-leaved has white flowers, short pointy sepals. Common-leaved has purple flowers, long
CUt and Common upward pointging sepals. Has prickly stems and leaves. Can grow anywhere between 2 - 8
Leaved Teasel feet tall, blooming June through October. Known to overcrowd native vegetation.
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. Dark blue-green leaves and stems, dark brown-red seed head. Grows 7 - 15 feet tall, has thick roots that
Ph ragm |teS spread laterally underground. Removal is more difficult with older populations. The native phragmites

looks very similar to invasive phragmites, so it’s best to get an expert identification before removal.
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Small green leaves with small purple-pink-white flowers blooming in summer. Grows low to the

Crown Vetch ground, spreads rapidly. Its underground stems can grow up to 10 feet per year. Seeds can remain
viable in soil up to 15 years. Crown vetch changes the composition of nutrients in soil.

Want to learn more? Interested in volunteering next year?
Visit villageofeggharbor.org/invasivespecies

Questions? Don’t hesitate to call (920) 868-3334, or email Isemo@villageofeggharbor.org
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